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Beginnings. The story of the ISU Horticulture Research Station starts with the Iowa State University campus. Iowa State University began as the Iowa Agricultural College and Model Farm with the act of the Iowa Legislature in 1858. After a competition between several locations across Iowa, the Story and Boone counties delegation proposal, valued at $21,355, was accepted. Story County was on the edge of the frontier. The county only had been organized for five years, had no railroad, and was "reputed to be unusually swampy" (Ross, 1942 The need to relocate. By the 1960s, the "old" Horticulture Farm was a collection of 17 buildings and two residences including a brick seed lab, two barns, potting shed, aluminum turf building, metal seed storage, sales building, four underground cement storage caves, a landscape house, three vegetable storage units, media storage shed, and "old iron," which contained an assembly room, tool room, and herbicide storage. Today, the only remaining building is the small shop on Arbor Street.
Also by the 1960s, this "old" horticulture farm was located in an area that was feeling campus expansion pressures. Construction of Beyer Hall, relocating tennis courts, and widening of Bissell Drive, as well as expanding needs for new residence halls and athletic department needs all contributed to the pressure to relocate the horticulture farm. The land was needed for recreational and athletic fields and facilities. The City of Ames also was growing. 
